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NAS 1993 Study:  Kids more at risk from pesticide 
exposures, including drift.  Airborne pesticides generally 
higher in rural areas.  Photos courtesy of Carol Dansereau,  Washington 



“Drift” 

• Defined in the petition to include any 
airborne movement away from target site 
during and/or after application, including 
airborne movement of droplets, powders, 
volatilized vapor-phase pesticides, and 
contaminated soil particles.  



Photos courtesy of Carol Dansereau,  Washington 



LEGAL REQUIREMENTS  
 FQPA—1996  

•  Pesticide may not be used on a food unless EPA 
established a tolerance for that food. 

•  EPA must “ensure that there is a reasonable 
certainty that no harm will result to infants and 
children from aggregate exposure” to pesticides.  

•  “Aggregate exposure” includes “all anticipated 
dietary exposures and all other exposures for 
which there is reliable information,” including 
pesticide drift exposures.   



LEGAL REQUIREMENTS  
 FIFRA—1947 

•  EPA must register a pesticide before it can be 
sold or used.  

•  EPA must ensure the chemical will perform its 
intended function without any “unreasonable 
adverse effects on the environment.”  

•  “unreasonable adverse effects” includes “a 
human dietary risk from residues that result from 
a use of a pesticide in or on any food 
inconsistent with the [FQPA] standard.”  



LEGAL REQUIREMENTS  
 Executive Orders 

•  1994 Environmental Justice Exec. Order 
requires EPA to ensure that its actions do 
not have disproportionate impacts on low-
income and/or minority populations.  

•  1997 Executive Order on Children’s Health 
requires EPA to protect children from 
environmental health and safety risks.  



Petition Requests Two Things: 
(1) Evaluation of Drift Exposure 

•  EPA must evaluate drift risks for all pesticides 
with potential to move to areas where children 
congregate.  

•  Use evaluation results to limit or prohibit uses 
that result in children being exposed to unsafe 
levels pesticide particles or vapors. 

•  EPA must correct its violations more quickly than 
the current set of pesticide registration reviews, 
not scheduled to be completed until 2022.  



Petition Requests Two Things: 
(2)Immediate Emergency Buffers 

• While evaluation is pending, should 
impose no-spray buffer zones around 
places where children congregate.  

• Require buffers for all pesticides that have 
the potential to drift, including 
organophosphates and n-methyl 
carbamates, that cause acute poisonings.  



EPA Response (so far) 

• Request for Comments; EPA-HQ-
OPP-2009-0825   Due March 5, 2010 

• Contact Janette Brimmer, 
jbrimmer@earthjustice.org for organization 
sign-ons 

• Go to PANNA or Earthjustice or UFW or 
MomsRising websites for individual sign-
ons. 



EPA Response (so far) 

• General Drift Label Guidance  EPA-HQ-
OPP-2009-0628  

Request for comments, also due March 5, 
2010 


